Imaging of coronary calcium: a case for electron beam computed tomography.
Coronary arterial calcification has unequivocally been shown to be a marker of atherosclerosis. To date, much research interest has been generated regarding the quantification of coronary calcification by electron beam computed tomography, and how best to use such measurements to identify and predict those at greatest risk for an adverse cardiac event. This article represents an attempt to provide an objective review of the literature regarding the potential role electron beam computed tomography (EBCT) has as an accurate and cost effective screening modality for coronary arterial disease, as well as a predictor for coronary heart disease.